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PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS 
 
A great time to make your voice heard! 
 
A provincial election is upon us once again. This is a great time to make your concerns 
known to candidates who may represent you in the Alberta Legislature. It is important that 
you take an active role during an election because, if elected, these are the men and 
women who will shape public policy that affects you and other brokers across Alberta. 
Together, we represent virtually every community across the province with over 5000 
insurance brokers in Alberta. There are many ways to get involved in a provincial election. 
This kit will outline ways to get involved and provide you with the necessary tools to get 
out there and make insurance brokers’ issues a priority in this campaign. 
 
 
 
The current political landscape 
 
Prior to the 29th general election, the Progressive Conservatives held a majority of the seats 
in the Legislature. Both the government and the opposition have important roles in shaping 
public policy; therefore, remember to engage more than one political candidate. 
Campaigns are an uncertain time, and the incumbent Member of the Legislative Assembly 
(MLA) in your riding may not be re-elected.  
 
 
 

Keep in mind 
Groups that are not proactive risk being marginalized! 
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IBAA Position Regarding Property Insurance 
 
1. We believe that property insurance should be available and affordable for all 

consumers, that the product offering should be fair and equitable regardless of who the 
consumer deals with, and that there should be no reduction in the normal perils 
currently enjoyed; 
 

2. We believe that a facility pool should be established for property insurance to cover 
floods and other perils that are difficult to place; 
 

3. We believe that there should be clarity of coverage, transparency of wording, and full 
disclosure to the consumer of changes, restrictions, and options; and 
 

4. We believe that the government and regulator should have a fair and transparent 
application of the insurance regulations, that they should collaborate with industry 
stakeholders, and that the property insurance industry should remain private, with 
minimal government regulation. 

 
 

 
IBAA Position on Banks and Credit Unions 
 
IBAA opposes the selling of property and casualty insurance by credit-granting or banking 
institutions from their branch premises and their internet sites. IBAA contends that such 
sales would create an uneven playing field for brokers and place consumers in an unfair 
position.  
 
Banks and credit unions may use “tied selling,” in which loan applicants often assume that 
they will be denied the loan unless they purchase insurance from the financial institution. 
Tied selling puts the financial institution in an actual or perceived unfair position of 
influence. Fundamentally, credit granting institutions ought not to have the ability to sell 
insurance at the point of granting credit. Moreover, information collected and developed 
for banking purposes, such as credit rating, can be used against loan applicants and 
policyholders for insurance purposes.  
 
As well, banks and credit unions will be able to bury the cost of insurance in the mortgage 
or loan by including the insurance within the loan, making it appear that insurance with the 
financial institution is less costly than elsewhere.  
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A FEW WAYS TO MAKE YOURSELF HEARD 
 

1. Obtain contact and background information on your candidates by visiting the party 
websites: 

  

Alberta Party: www.albertaparty.ca 

Liberal: www.albertaliberal.com 

NDP: www.albertandp.ca 

PC: www.albertapc.ab.ca 

Wild Rose: www.wildrosealliance.ca 
 
2. Write a letter to the incumbent and/or candidate highlighting important issues. 

 
3. Volunteer on a campaign. 
 
4. Make an appointment to meet with your MLA and/or candidates (usually no more 

than 15–30 minutes).  
 
5. Make a corporate contribution to a political candidate/registered association. 
 
6. Make an individual contribution to a political candidate / registered association / 

registered party.  
 

** For details see some of the Provincial Electoral Rules on page 6 in this kit* 
  

7. Attend events the candidate will be at. To find out about upcoming events, contact 
your candidate’s campaign office or keep informed from the local newspaper. 

 

8. Attend events the premier or other opposition party leaders will be at. To find out 
about upcoming events, contact the party office or keep informed from the local 
and national newspapers. 

 
9. Be ready when candidates come knocking at your door.  Ask pointed questions of 

the candidates. See sample questions (page 5 of this kit). 
 
10. Vote for the candidate that best represents your interests!  

 
Please Note: Those attending the IBAA Convention will need to vote in 
the Advance Polls, held in your riding April 29–May 2, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. 

 

4 

http://www.albertaparty.ca/
http://www.albertaliberal.com/
http://www.albertandp.ca/
http://www.albertapc.ab.ca/
http://www.wildrosealliance.ca/


 

SOME SAMPLE QUESTIONS  
(Keep in mind you will have a short time if the candidate comes to 
your door) 
 

1. Do you know that there are over 5000 insurance brokers in Alberta? 
 

2. Do you know that the P&C industry adds over $750 million to the Alberta GDP? 
 

3. Do you know that the insurance brokerage industry contributes to virtually every 
community across the province? 

 
4. Do you know that insurance brokers work for their clients, not for insurance 

companies? 
 

5. Do you know about the danger of mixing credit-granting powers along with 
insurance products and how it may unfairly influence consumers making decisions? 
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ELECTORAL FINANCE RULES 
 
The rules regarding election financing can be found in the Election Finances and 
Contributions Disclosure Act (http://www.elections.ab.ca/Public%20Website/260.htm) and 
the abbreviated Guide for Contributors 
(http://www.elections.ab.ca/Public%20Website/569.htm). 
 
 
Contributions by any person or corporation shall not exceed: 
 

1. In any year, 
 

a. $15,000 to each registered party, and 
 

b. $1,000 to any registered constituency association, and $5,000 in the 
aggregate to the registered constituency associations of each registered 
party. 

 
And 
 

2. In any campaign period, 
 
a. $30,000 to each registered party less any amount contributed to the party in 

that calendar year under 1.a above, and 
 

b. $2,000 to a registered candidate, and $10,000 in the aggregate to the 
registered candidates of each registered party. 

 
Please refer to the act at the website address above for more information regarding 
contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call IBAA CEO George Hodgson: 
Phone: 780.702.3719 or 800.318.0197 
Email: ghodgson@ibaa.ca 
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